PRAY THE PSALM OF THE WEEK Psalm 68:5-6, 35, 1, 3, 7, 10, 19
God is in His holy habi- / tation.*
He gives a home to the / desolate.
The God of Israel is He who / gives strength*
and power to His / people.
Let God arise, Let His enemies be / scattered;*
let those also who hate Him flee be- / fore Him.
But let the righteous be glad; let them rejoice be- / fore God;*
yes, let them rejoice ex- / ceedingly.
O God, when you went out before Your / people,*
you, O God, provided from Your goodness / for the poor.
Blessed be the Lord, who daily loads us with / benefits,*
the God of our sal- / vation!

@

SAY TOGETHER THE VERSE OF THE WEEK Luuke 18:13b

“God, be merciful to me, a sinner!”

READ THE SCRIPTURE AND DEVOTION (OTHER SIDE OF THE PAGE)

PRAY THE PRAYER OF THE WEEK

Almighty and everlasting God, who are always more ready to hear than we to pray and give more
than we either desire or deserve, pour down upon us the abundance of Your mercy, forgiving those
things of which our conscience is afraid and giving us those good things that we are not worthy to
ask, except through the merits and mediation of Christ, our Lord; through the same Jesus Christ,
Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.
Amen.

PRAYER FOR OURSELVES AND OTHERS

SING OR SAY THE HYMN OF THE WEEK
From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee

TLH 329, LSB 607
Martin Luther

But all must fear Thy strict demand
And live alone by mercy.

1. From depths of woe I cry to Thee,
Lord, hear me, I implore Thee.
Bend down Thy gracious ear to me,
My prayer let come before Thee.
If Thou rememberest each misdeed,
If each should have its rightful meed,
Who may abide Thy presence?

3. Therefore my hope is in the Lord
And not in mine own merit;
It rests upon His faithful Word
To them of contrite spirit
That He is merciful and just;
This is my comfort and my trust.
His help I wait with patience.

2. Thy love and grace alone avail
To blot out my transgression;
The best and holiest deeds must fail
To break sin's dread oppression.
Before Thee none can boasting stand,
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SAY THE APOSTLES' CREED

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died
and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God, the Father
Almighty. From thence He will come to
judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
Christian church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Morning. I thank You, my
heavenly Father, through Jesus
Christ, Your dear Son, that You
have kept me this night from all
harm and danger; and I pray that
You would keep me this day also
from sin and every evil, that all my
doings and life may please You.
For into Your hands I commend
myself, my body and soul, and all
things. Let Your holy angel be with
me, that the evil foe may have no
power over me. Amen.

Around the Word Devotions + September 1-7, 2019

“Believing Humility”

BLESS YOURSELF WITH THE HOLY CROSS AND SAY:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

PRAY THE LORD'’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in
heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it
is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily
bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who
trespass against us;
and lead us not into
temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PRAY THE MORNING OR EVENING PRAYER

FEvening. 1 thank you, my
heavenly Father, through Jesus
Christ, Your dear Son, that You
have graciously kept me this day;
and I pray that You would forgive
me all my sins where I have done
wrong, and graciously keep me this
night. For into Your hands, I
commend myself, my body and
soul, and all things. Let Your holy
angel be with me, that the evil foe
may have no power over me. Amen.



Around the Word Devotions + the week of September 1-7, 2019

THEME OF THE WEEK: Believing Humility

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus describes the character of the Christian in
terms which are repulsive to the unbelieving world. Those who in Christ are
“blessed” are the poor in spirit, the mourner, the persecuted, the meek, the mer-
ciful — hardly virtues in our world. And so you see, you cannot follow after the
Christ as a proud peacock, strutting about in delusions of self-importance, desir-
ing God and others to take notice of you. Rather you know your place as a crea-
ture of your Creator, and a sinful one at that. This is the posture of faith, a
“believing humility” which knows who the merciful God is, and who we are

as the objects of His mercy.
SCRIPTURE: Luke 18:9-14 — Humility before God
Two men go up the temple to pray. One stands by himself and praises him-

self. The other stands far off and begs mercy from God, and God gives it. He
“went down to his house justified,” that is, forgiven and reconciled to God. Right-
eousness is given as a gift to those who know their great need, as the tax collec-
tor did. But those who would assert their own righteousness, ironically, are un-
righteous before God. Christ has come for sinners. If you would have Him and

His righteousness, count yourself as such.
Lord Jesus, have mercy on me, a sinner!

@ SCRIPTURE: Psalm 119:81-88 (KAPH) — When will you comfort me?

Not all psalms are nice. The psalms which describe a God who is near to us,
the pastoral God who leads us to pastures green and by still waters are in the
minority. Rather, much of the psalter is lament. “When will you comfort me?”
prays the psalmist. He endures pain, persecution, and suffering unto death. God
seems far away. Jesus Himself prayed in His dereliction “My God, why have You
forsaken Me?” This is the paradox of suffering - God is near to you even in when
He seems most far. Cling to Him still, just as the psalmist does, just as Christ
does. There is Presence in His absence. The Father did not abandon His Son.

Neither will He abandon you. Lord, give me life, that I my keep Thy testi-

monies.
SCRIPTURE: 1 Corinthians 15:1-10 — Reminders

“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you...” Paul
had founded the churches in Corinth a few years earlier. It was certainly a labor
of love, as he spent a year and six months there preaching and teaching (Acts
18:11). And yet, for all his teaching, exhortation, and catechesis, he reminds
them once again of the substance of the gospel (reminiscent of the Apostles
Creed), “Christ died for our sins...he was buried...raised...appeared to many.”
We Christians never get beyond the Gospel, the reality of our justification for the
sake of Jesus’ death and resurrection. We need those reminders. If your pastor
tells you of that reality once again this Sunday, he does just what Jesus would
have him do. Lord, open my ears to hear!

To support the work of these devotions please visit www.whatdoesthismean.org/support
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@ SCRIPTURE: 2 Samuel 22:21-31— Our Righteousness

You are righteous. Holy. Undefiled. Blameless. Jesus has won and given you
His righteousness by faith. Do not doubt this. David didn’t. This is why he can
say, “The Lord has dealt with me according to my righteousness.” David the sin-
ner, who murdered Uriah the Hittite and took his wife, can say that the Lord
has accounted him blameless. His righteousness is not his own. So it is that Da-
vid loves the precepts of God, doing justice, and showing mercy, for God has had
mercy on him. So it is with all Christians. They love because God first loved
them (1 John 4:19). In Christ, we sinners can even dare to assert our righteous-

ness to God, not because of what we do, but because of what He has done for

us! Lord, You make me righteous!
SCRIPTURE: Luke 7:36-50 — Many sins, much forgiveness

Hearing this account of our Lord, it is our tendency to put ourselves in the
position of the woman of the city, the sinner, who wet the Lord’s feet with her
tears of repentance. This is a fine thing. But the reality is that we are more often
akin to Simon the Pharisee. We may perhaps believe that Jesus is the Christ,
but we keep Him at arm’s length, attending to His word only when it is conven-
ient to do so, and we certainly do not fall down weeping for our sins! What a
shameful sight that would be! But that is the humility of faith which the Lord is
looking for. He has mercy to give. Our sins, which are many, are indeed forgiven

for Christ’s sake. Lord, make me to know my sins, that I may thank You

aright.
SCRIPTURE: Romans 10:4-18 — The Humble Ear

How many marriages would survive even the first year if the marriage de-
pended solely on how couples felt about each other at any given time? Not many.
It takes the outward, objective vow of marriage and the power of the Holy Spirit
to make Holy Marriage. In a similar way, our status before God is not dependent
upon what we might think about it. Our feelings, our “gut”, and our instincts are
deceiving. It takes the outward, objective word of God to be preached into the ear
to declare both law and gospel to us. All of our emotions, however powerful or
convincing must be subjected to that most humble of organs — the ear. Faith

comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. Lord, open my ears

that I may hear Your truth. Amen.
@ SCRIPTURE: Psalm 147 — God Heals the Brokenhearted

When it comes to how the world views religion, it is thought that religion
primarily exists to give one a sense of purpose, fulfillment, to make him a better
person, and so forth. However, the Christian religion is not like that. It may in-
deed give purpose, fulfillment and even joy, but the principle purpose of true
Religion is that sinners would find forgiveness and life in God. It is not a self-
help program or a way to deal with the ups and downs of life, it is a death and
resurrection in which God heals the brokenhearted and binds up the afflicted.
He does not set for us tasks to do in order to keep us in His good graces. He

comes to us, delights in us, suffers for us, forgives us and takes us to Himself.
Lord, keep me in this religion always. Amen.
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